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wiſely. 


ſtitutions of this Kingdom. ; | : 
 3- That by Democratical Principles in Religion, is viſibly ſeen what ſort-of Government 


BETWEEN 


. Epiſcopacy « Peesbytery 


The Church of England Vindicated from all the Falſe and 
_ Uncharitable Reports and Suggeſtions.of either Papy/t 


or Presbyterian. 
V! | Utrum horum mivis accipe. Printed: *, Fun E 
oF ANY have been,andiin Various Diſguiſes appeared the Enemies to the Peace of the 
Church of England; but thoſe that have prevailed moſt with the people againft 

'B her, and ſtuck cloſeſt upon her Skirts, ate and have'been Popery and Presbytery. 

> Dextrum Scylla laths, Leoum implacata Charybdes obſidet — Some haye -been 


; withdrawn from her Communion by the fair and infinuating rome * the Rat —— ; 
Bold Threatnings of the Pres- 


others frighten*d from it by the Uncharitable Cenſurings, an 
byterian Miniſters ; ſome: offended with the Rude and Unmannerly Diſcipline of Proeny 
( where the pullmgoft a Hat: or ſhowing any.other outward form of adoration is the higheit 
Symptom of being ill affected) have fell into the Romeſh Superſtition, others diſpleaſed with the 
gew-gaw Religion and Pageantry of the Church'of Rome have thought no outward Honour 
and Magnificence fit tobe allowed i the Temple of Chriſt, and conſequently became rigid 
Presbyterians;, again you have man running ſo far from the Papsſs meritorious hope of gain- 
ing Hedven by good works, that they expect in haſt to Poſt thither by a Barren Faith,z 'argu- 
ing , nay eſteeming goo works as altogether unneceſſary.; when as indeed they muft be both 
Concomitants ; and though ſhe daily gave particular cautions againſt theſe Seducers , and ſet 
down deſcriptions and marks how they might be known, -———N:mirum bec ita 
Helenus Scopules, hec ſaxa horrenda caxebat !- yet they never could prove ſufficiently effectual to. 
the ſecuring ofall, through the inadvertency of many, though the Charmer charmed neyer ſo 


& 


I ſhall in this preſent Diſcourſe: decline mentioning the dangers and great inconveniences 
that ariſe from Popery to this State, as having been the Subject-of theſe: two.years laſt paſt, 
and our fears ſufficiently ſecured by the incomparable wiſdom of his Majeſty, and.t he extraor- 
dinary carefulneſs of his Great Council the Parliament , and only confine it to the latter, be- 
ing perhdps equally dangerous with the former. _ | | WO. 


1. As being aChronical Diſtemper, (bred at firſt in the Body of this State ; by animpru- 


dent and overforward zeal , and fince encreaſed and grown ſtybborn through length of time) 
which ſeldom ends but in the deathof the Patient. For whena Diſeaſe is grown habitual and: 


cuſtomary , the application of fit remedies is commonly neglected till the Body?*s 'paſt hopes./. 
of recovery ; as is evident from the year 40; where the beſt State-Remedies being too late ad- 


miniſtred , proved uſeleſs and ineffectual. 


2. That Presbytery was calculated for the Meridian of a Commonwealth z not: of Mona - 


chy ; ( as appears by the confeſſion of its firſt Ereftors ) and therefore contrary: to the con- 


they cunaingly ſryle themſelves Soas of 'the Church 6f Znglant; when all the week lotigithey mar 
lingagaiaſt the times , an4 the C'ergy,iua Coffee-Houſe, and ſeen in a Conventide pron 
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7. That upon grourdteſs fears anc jealouſes , they arecontinrally amuſing the peop'e , ard crying cut vpcn e< 


vil Councellors too rear the Kirg , Atibitrary pcver, Diſfcluticn, nay fear of 2n utter abregaticn of Parlia- 


ments, violation of privileges; when ttetivthis, that privilege like tharach'slean Kine has almcſt devoured 
the Prerogative; it being made ( by ſeveral gracious ccnceſcenicns and grants , 'toſaticfiethe People 2nd ſecure 
their ſears and jealouſies ) ſo thin and weak. that *tis ſcarce able roprotect itsown Dignity,the Kingdoms Honour, 
the Subjects Liberty, and the: Safety ve all have inthe Eſtabliſhed Laws of this Land. 

_ 8, Thatno Town-fidler is more watchſul after the ſearch of a Wedding, than formerly the Presbyterians were 
of a Plot-never giving over the Hunt, till they had made fomething of it; and by chance in their way they lighted 
upon a ſuſpicious perſon that could give no great account of himſelf, with a fullCry away they run to one of their own 
Luorum : then the Reverend Feſuitogneſtes is ſent. for , Who with fome Ceremony turning the Party to the Light, 
and diſergaging his Head from his Perriwig , immediately. with awazement in his face, and the whires ofhis Eyes 
turned upderyoutly , . cryes out a Lewd Impoſtor ! a Jeſuit ! whether by ſmelling, inſpection or by vertve of the 
old Proverb, ever ſet a Knave to catch 4 Knave , I know not: their party in themean time giving outin what immi- 
nent dangers this poor Nation had been in, but for this happy d:ſcovery, magnifying the little impertineut ſervi- 
ces of theſetheir overbulie Patriots, vie, had it not been for the wonderful care and dihgence of Sr. w. do:you 
call him Neighbour , we hadall been burnt mn our Beds, cur Religion changed , and the Government ſubverted ; 
never mentipning the indefatigable pains of bis Majeſty and his Council , (unleſs with jealoufies and ſuſpicions ) 
as if they fate at WhitebaV in their Pontificalibus .like the Roman Senators at the Gauliſh Invafion , not hindering, 
but patiently expecting when their Throats ſhould be cut , as if nothing but the babling noife, and watchfplaeſs 
of theſe Presbyterian Geeſe could hare preſerved our Capitol , making the people believe and underſtand how 
zealous and tender they always were of the Kings Ecnour, Religion, Laws and Liberties cf the Subject ; and 


that h 


' toms as theſe, (if 


- 


Good Lord deliver us. 


an the mean time, poor Gentleman , was careleſs even of his own preſervation, 
By theſe and ſuch like Tricks and Artifices they ruin'd this flouriſhing Monarchy ; and by ſvch 3gns. and Symp. 
we would prevent arelapſe ) we way gueſs at the return of this fatal Diſtemper, from which 


- Now that our deceived Ccuntry-men may ſee how they have been abuſed into a bel ief{of enjoying I know not 
what happine$, under the Term of Reformation in Church, generally called Presbytery 
I havekere inſerted a ſhort Parallel of both Governments , taken out of the Writingsof alearned and conſci- 


entious Divine of this Naticn. 


SEEM | The Parallel of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery. 


Epiſcopacy in it ſelf conſidered , is a Prela- 
cy or Superiority of cne above all the Presby- 


ters within ſuch a PrecinCt or Dicceſs , which - 


one is apointed to have care of all the Chur- 
ches within that compaſs , and furniſhed with 
Power and authority . for ordination and ju- 
rifdiction , (that authority not being arbitra- 
ry but bounded by Laws, and admiriſtreU or 
exerciſed with advice and aſſiſtance of certain 
choiſe Presbyters) to the intent that all Chur- 
ches or Congregations under him may be pro- 
vided of able Paſtors, and that both theſe 
inferjour Paſtors and People may perform the 
duties required of them. 

1. Under Epiſcopal, there is in every Parifh 
\a preaching Miniſter, with Church-Wardens, 


and in ſome, Deacons or Curates ; by theſe,Of-_ 


fenders are noted and admoniſhed , and the 
offences preſented to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts 
or Conſiſtories, where they may be heard and 
cenſured , the Miniſter having power in ſome 
_ caſes of notorious ſcandal to reſtrain from the 
communion ,, until rhe offence may be heard 
and judged inthe Court,and the party ſo offen- 
ding by the- cenſure of the Church brought to 

give publick ſatisfaction. | 
2. Under Epiſcopal, in every Dioceſs,there 
are ſeveral Diviſions, the leſſer and the great- 
er, theſe being called Deanaries , thoſe Arch- 
Deaconries; in thoſe the Arch-Presbyters, in 
theſe the Arch-Deacons have power to call the 
Parochial Miniſters together to enquire of Do- 
Arine and manners , and ſee to the redreſling 
of ſmaller Abuſes. -In the Mother-Ciry is the 
Biſhop's Reſiding with his Presbyters,having 
the power of ,ordination , of judging and de- 
termining of all matter of Doctrine or Scan- 
dal reſerved to his Hearing by his Arch-Dea- 
cons, and of rejudging what was judg*d amiſs 
by them. This he deth either in his Conſiſtory, 
which he holdeth in his City , aſſiſted by his 
Presbyters, or in his Viſitations going through 
his Dioceſs, and cauſing his Clergy perſonally 
to appear ; Or in his Dioceſan rg: ys iS 
made 


Presbytery#s ſuch a form of Church-Govern- 
ment ,, as us adminiſired ty Preaching, and Lay- 
Elders joyntly, with equal voice and power in the 
ſeveral judicatures of their Parochial Seſſions, of 


their Claſſical or greater Conſiſteries , of thar 


Provincial Synods, and National Aſſemblies, 


Under the Presbyterian Government , there is 
inevery Pariſh a Miniſter , with a Competent 
Number of Lay-Elders and Deacons , according 
tothe largeneſs of the Pariſh: theſe make the Pa- 
rochial Seſſion, and have power to cenſure ſcanda- 
lous Livers, Contentious Perſons,and the like, to 
enjoyn publick penance ,, and impoſe npon the pea 
mitert , before he be receivedinto the Church, 4 
Fine to be employed on pious Uſes. 


Under the Presbytericn in every County, there 
are alſo ſeveral Dwviſions or Claſſes, containing 
ſuch a Number of Parochial Mmiſters, who have 
their ſet Meetings for conference ,, and in the Ci- 
ty or more eminent Town , #s the oreat Presbyte- 
r1an Confiſtory , commonly called the Presbyte- 
ry , made up of all the Parochial Miniſters with= 
in its Precintts;, and of Lay-Elders from each 
Pariſh one ;, in this is the power of Ordination, of 
cenſuring Crimes of the higher ſtrain , with the 

reater Excommnication;of hearing Appeals from 
the Parochial Seſſions ,, and rejudging what was 
there judged amiſs. 


Under the Presbyterian alſo are held Provin- 
, Cial 


> 
\ 


byters under the Preſidency of the Biſhop. 

_  g. Under Epiſcopal Governmenc are-held 
Provincial Synods,confiſting of all theBiſhops, 
Deans , Arch-Deacons.,and of certain choiſe 


Presbyters from every Dioceſs within the Pro- . 


vince. Theſe have power to order.all-matters 
concerning the whole Province,to hear appeals 
from every Dioceſs,to rejudge what was done 
amiſs, that could not be well determined in a 
Dioceſan Synod. 

4. Under Epiſcopal Government are alſo 
held National Councils ;couſiſting of the like 
Members as do theProvincial,theſeare of great 
| Arthority ; they examine and judge any thing 
done amiſs in any Province;they confider and 
determine matters of Doctrine and Diſcipline 
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imade up of theCity-Presbyters, Dean andChap- cial \Synods., made up of Commiſſioners , that 4 
ter,the Arch-Deacons,and other choiſe Pres- 


difficult Caſes that could not well be determined 


| all the Presbytery in the K1ngdom , each of them 


- 


certain preaching, and Lay-E lders from cvery in 
dvidual Presbytery , ar Prewyterian Confijtory 
within the Province : Theſe judge and determin 
matters pertaining to the whole Province: alſo 


within the Presbytery ; They receive Appeals alſo 
from the Presbyters ,, and examine what was there 
thought to be done amiſs.” 
Under ube Presbyterian likewiſe, are held Na- 
tional Aſſemblies, conſiſting of Commiſſuners from 


ſending two preaching , and one Lay-Elaer ,, alſo 
from every ;Burrough one, and he a Lay-7Man 
aud from every Umverſity one, and for the moſt 
part a Lay-71an too : In theſe is the Supre.m and 
Final Determination of all complaints and contro 
werſies ,, and unto the Decrees that iſſue thence, all 


in order to the whole National Church. muſt obey under pain of Excommunication. 


Now by this you may percelve that they both-agree #2 ipſo Regimne Eccleſraſiico, In the Go- 
vernment it ſelf, conſidered as it referreth to the Zharch , that is, all Members therein that 
are to be governed , though not in the manner ,, number or qualification of the Perfons go- 
verning; both parties conteſling , that the power of Ordination and of Judicature ( ſo far 
forth as the Keys left by Chriſt in his Church do extend-) is of divine inſtitution, and that 
- this power muſt be exerciſed or adminiſtred in hisChurch by ſome ; ſo that I ſay the difference 
is, whetherrhe exerciſe or miniſtration of that power be reſtrained to certain choiſe Men, or 
indifferently lefc'to all Presbyrers , and all their aſſiſting Lay-Elders. X. 

Therefore the next queſtion will be, Which of theſe two Governments have the more effe- 
tual means to procure the end oi Church-Government, the Preſervation of Truth and Peace, - 
and the ſuppreſſion of Hereſie and Schiſm. I anſwer Epiſcopal ; for ?tis ſtrange , That Lay- 
men , from whoſe Education no Knowledge beyond their Trades and ſuch like Afﬀairs 
can be expetted , ſhould be as fit Inſtruments for ſuch kind of Employments, as Grave ,and- 
Learned Scholars, whoſe only Buſineſs, is, to tread the Path of all Arts, both Humane 
and Divine. So that theſe Zay-men will be lookt upon in the Presbytery , butas ſo many Cy- 
Phers, Quorum potins tmmedantur ſuffragia quam argumenta ponderantur , as was once ſaid of the 
Papal Confiſtory. . 

Again, Biſhops aſſume not the exerciſe of any power within any Princes Dominions, or 
uſe it over his Subjects, but by. permiſſion and authority from him, and that according to juſt 
Laws and Rules made by Sovereign Authority for the manner of external Miniſtration thereof. 
So that when the Epiſcopal Power cometh to the holding of Courts, and calling Aſſemblies, 
it wholly depends upon the Sovereign Power ; without whoſe aſſent ſignified by his Writ, they 
cannot Aſſemble for the making of Canons and Conſtitutions , nor publiſh and put in uſe any 
of them being made. 7h + ; 

But Presbyterians take-upon them to ſet up their Diſcipline in any Kingdom, ( therein agree- 
ing with the eſe ) maugre all oppoſition : It is true , for external Peace fake , they hold it 
| fit to crave leave firſt, and beg the aſſiſtance of the Civil Power ,; but if denied, will proceed 
withour it , Aſſembling together , and making their own Laws without Regulations from the 
Civil Power ; for the mannerand form of exerciſing their Diſcipline, allowing only the Prince 
Poteſtatem Cumulativam (as they ſpeak) a power to add more ſtrength and vigour , not privari- 
vam to interpole or hinder their Aſſemblies or Decrees. But with their good leave all the 
Presbyterian Divines in Ergland cannot juſtifie (unleſs at the beginning ſome extraordinary Mi- 
Tacle had been ſhewn from Heaven in favour and confirmation of their Religion, the making 
any Prince?s Subjects Proſelytes, without the leaye and:conſent of their Prince,much leſs the 
ſetling it in a ChriſtianCommonwealth,to the utter abrogation ofaReligion pure,and agreeable 
to the word of God , by force of Arms, and effuſion of Chriſtian Blood ; contrary tothe true 
ſenſe and meaning of the Goſpel of Peace. ; Fo \ 

E 4 ow, that Epiſcopacy is of Apoſtolical Inſtitution,is aTruth that hath been made good 'in 
all Ages. | ES 

T hat for 1500 years continuance of Chriſtianity. there is no example of theChurch governed 
otherwiſe. An Argument ſufficient to ſuſpect Novelties in oppoſition unto it. 

That it hath been approved of by moſt of the Proteſtant-Divines beyond Seas, who are 
; Father induced by necetlity to the practice of Presbytery, (there wanting means to maintain, 

or abilities lawfully to compaſs Epiſcopal Government )) than wills and delires to enjoy the 
ſame. Advantages Presbytery cannot pretend to. Indeed Presbytery gave out at firſt , that - 
their perſwaſion came the neareſt to the word of God; thatthey were oppreſt for profeſlin 
Chriſt purely;that the Church of Eglard,like a TallCedar by continual droppings prejudic 
and kept back the growth of this inder-Shrub.chat they only humbly defireda free Toleration 
of their Religion from the Civil Magiſtrate, &c. which made a great many good and well- 
meaningMen not only neglect and connive at,but even cheriſh and think well of it;till having | 
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5y its own ſubtilty and ſimplicity of others,cofitratted ſufficient warmth. and pewer;/e, like ihe 
Conntrymans Snake began to rear ts head and mes epneing poſſeſſion with the Laidlord, cuen to the 
danger of his Life ;, tor the Uiſpurte between his Majeſty of Ever Bleſſed Memory andthe Two” 
Hoyſes,was not whichGovernment came neareſt to the word of God?but. Oz Regnabir?whete 
the Supream Power injCauſes Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, ſhall practically remain for the futare, 
either inPrince orPeople :for though his late Majeſty yielded to the ſertling of thePrestyrerian 
Government for three years in aLegal manner,as flowing from the power of theCrown:yet this 
will not ſatisfie,they would have roraliter rorum,Crown and all,or elſe theSword ſhoulddecide it. 
- Now I would fain ask any reaſonable Man, How they could be fo ſeverely dealt with, and 
oppreſt by the Church of Eglard, as they would have the people believe; if in the ſpace 
of leſs than fourſcore years ( ſurely, 14 Weeds grow apace ) this little party could be able to 
ruine fo flouriſhing a Kingdom ? When was it that they had not publick Meeting-Houſes in 
-this Kingdom ? were- the ſevereſt of our Laws fince or before the King came in, ever able ro 
hinder them from a free exerciſe of their Religion? - Dy 
-- And what was the Fruits of their Bleſſed Reformation, a Termthe people has been ſo much 
"abuſed and cheated with, when the Presbyterian Government was practiſed in oppoſition to the 
Epiſcopal ; but pulling down of May-poles., deſtruction of ſenſeleſs Croſfes, Reformation 
j: of Tavern-Signs by fantaſticalGpingers pictured inſtead of Angels, breaking ignorant paint- 
- edGlaſs windows, removing the Communion Table, Locally changing the Fent , laying 3- 
* fide Surplices, and uſing Cloaks ( fo that the Presbyter himſelf was in habit a Lay-Eladcr) in- 
troducing a Directory inſtead of -the Common Prayer, and a Catechiſm, the Iſſue-of fix years 
labour , which ever ſince King Edward the fixtt*s daies, you might have furniſhed your ſelves 
with in a ſmaller print, and at an eaſier rate, diſentituling St. Paxl ard Sr. Perer ; ( whether 
out of familiarity , or that a Live Dog #« better than a Dead Lyon ) to cry up theSaints fo St. 
Antholins and Aldermanbury:and laſtly intermixing Lay-mer with theClergy for managing foEc- 
- clefiaſtical Aﬀairs ; theſe were the moſt material alterations : Now can any Man imagine, that 
ſuch Toys and Indifferences as theſe, coup provoke Men to deſire a change in Government 
/ by an unnatural War ? were theſe things Tafficient grounds for a thorough Reformation in 
Church and State ? were they ſubſtantial enough to counterpoiſe Hypocrifie , Perjury,, Op- 
preſſion and Blood ? - | 

Bur ?tis objected, ( and has been a great inducement to ſome well-meaning Men , to think 
well of their Government ) that they are zealous ſupporters of the Peoples Liberties , and 
ſuppreſſors of wicked aCtions, as Swearing ,Drinking, Breaking of the Sabbath, &c. 

To which I anſwer in general , That nothing can be more deſired, either for the ſuppreſ- 
ſing or puniſhing ofall ſinful Words, Deeds ,and viciouſly guilty perſons, or conducing to the 
Liberty of the Subje&t, than what was eſtabliſhed and confirmed by At of Parliament, be- 
fore ever they expoſed their Grand Remonſtrance, of Dec. 1641 to the view- of the world. 
- Beſides, it allarming the Nation at firſt, upon idle grounds , with fear of Court-Endeavdurs to 
-. Impair their privileges , when no ſuch endeavours really were , or-any thoughts bending 
that way; and afterwards as power came into their hands , ſubverting the antient Laws and 
Liberties of the Nation, and abrogating its eſtabliſhed Religion, is maintaining the peoples 
privileges, I grant *em to be the only Men; and as for the ſtrict oblervance of the Laws 
relating to manners, under the Pre erian Government more than Epiſcopal, it hapred from 
policy and State-conveniency, out of neceſſity, rather than from any good will they bore ei- 
ther toGod or his Worſhip , as is evident from the bottom of their black deſigns: and had 
not they amuſed the people with. the gilded nothing of Reformation, and charm?d their Eyes 
with theſe outward ſhows of Samctity , - while they were changing their Religion and antient 
Laws; ſuch publick Impoſtors , no queſtion, had been as publickly removed from the Stage 
of this World by the rage of the common people. Then againſt this objection , put into the 
_ other Scale the pyblick Hypocriſie, Perjury andRebellion of thoſe times ; and I believe no ſober 

Man will admire, either the goodneſs or felicity of the Presbyterian Government; and to give 
*em their old diſtinftion back again; I grant they were pretty godly ones., diſtributive 
& diviſim, but colperately wicked , collettive & conjunttim ( i ) take %m by Retail ,, and 
they were ſo many ſeeming Saints, but in the Lump a pack of moſt abominable wicked Wretch- 
es. Beſides, Let*em remember, after they had demoliſhed that almoſt impregnable Bul- 
wark of CANOnnTy the Church of England ,, how ſuddenly the Enemy took in their leller - 
works and ſmaller fortifications, what variety of Opinions then ſwarnrd in England ? Was 
not God himſelf diſhonoured , his Church unfrequented ? Did not Schiſm and Prophane- 
'neſs every whereabound, and Hereſies of all forts, even to the denying of the Diviniry 
-of Chriſt, the holy Scriptures and immorrtality of the Soul? and Religion it ſelf conliits in 
Tongue-Diſcourſe , demure Looks , and preciſeneſs of Habit? = _ 
Therefore if Popery is ſo cdious to?*em as they pretend if there is any truth, ſenſe and 
meaning in what they ſay; if they have any Bowels of Compaſſion for their. poor Country ; 
If Presbytery and Loyalty be not inconſiſtent, Let*em for good manners ſake ( fince the d:t- 
ference in Religion is ſo ſmall between ns ) be adviſed by their Governours, and accept cf 
his Majeſties Choice , who no queſtion is as earneſt for his Salvation as the beſt Presbyrerian of 
*em all; laying afide in this great time of danger animeſities and unſeaſonable diſputes, which 
- only make the Gap. wider, 2ud hold us in play, whilſt the Enemy enters; and ſubmit 
- themſelves like honeſt Men to the Doftrine of the Church of Ergiazd , as it is expreſſed in 
'the Thirty nine Articles ; being grounded on a ſure Foundation,the Holy Scriptures, which re 
. » only able"to make us wiſe unto Salvation, leaving all other our fears and jeatouiles to the wiidome 

of his Majeſty and his Council, whoſe Honour and Intereſt is unſeparably united with tha: 
- of this KinMom. | Peruſed May 29, 168 c, | 
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